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President’s News Conference on
Foreign atid Domestic Matters

Following is a tm.nscr(pt of President Reagan s news conference in Wash-
ington last night, as resorded by The New York Times: o

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS

U.S. Military Plans

Q. Mr. President, you compiain of
too much tension. How can the people

ignore two battieship groups, thou-

sands of combat troops going to Hop-
duras, you defend the covert funding
‘of 10,000 rebels — Nicaraguan rebels,
My question, and all these things have
bappened since April 27, the question,
sir, 1smseem.ngsoh.xt:xm:s,lmwtarl
wﬂlyougom!harﬂy?ﬁ.ndl‘dnketo
followup. -
A.WeullnvetoldymLWehnveno
military pians for intervention of that
kind. We have 55 mainly noncommis-
sioned officers to train the Sal-
that Cuba

Nimgu&ltdouceemahulem
balanced with regard to the attention |
that is being paid t0.55 as against at-
tention that’s being paid to the thou-
unds'rbe-lnmewhatmyques-
tion is, Helen, back — answer to the

guestion is —why &re maneuvers that
we have performed before and regu-
larly suddenly treated with such sus-
picion when only — well within this
year, last spring we bad military
maneuvers in Honduras. And last
year we had naval maneuvers in the -
Curibbean, and no one seemed to be
excited about them at all. So, it's ’
that there's no confidence in the

thatwmlnymmmmm!
oft.hehndve‘veba:nhnldtngngu-

lariy and for years.

Q.But unpreeadamdwlut»
six month. The polls - show .-of . the
Americac people are not for them and
they fear it may lead to war and my
question is remembering the lessons
of Vietnum, does this bother you and

do they have any say?

pproaching
panofCanntointhevxcityotNim

-gua. That port is'in Nicaragua. And it

forth, and no one shot at them.

XXXXX

" Expansion of Covert Aid !

Q Mr.?rmdan is ‘it true that

a vast expansion of

rebelsinallg o the'x’An(lwha would
icaragua’ t

action to cut-off -euch

Congressional
_aid Toean to your etforts in Central

America?
- A Well 1 think it would be.a very,
g-avexmstakeﬁthel.egxsuuu'e
inta‘tu'edwnhvhat we're trying to !
do and we're trying to keep them |
aprised of our actions. ] can't answer
your question about covert aid. I think. |
thns is like intelligence
matters. If you discuss covert aid, it’s
nolongerevvart So I can only tell you
that we're contiming on a policy that
we believe is aimed at, ‘first of all,
bringing about peace in El Salvador,
bopetully pegotiations with
thosewhoue»pmsenﬂyndicns-nnd
fighting as guerriilas. And in Nicasa- '
gua, hopiug that we can persuade the
Nicaraguan, the Sznlmista Govern-
ment, to return to the principles of the
revolution and which they in writing
guaranteed to the Organizaticm of
American States, what's going to be
the policy of their government.

Q. About the covert aid, Mr. Presi-
dent, given the fact that these covert
operauonsarenotsocoven anymore,
haven’t we reached a point where it
really might make more sense to do-

on an overt basis and, in other
‘words, hasntthethmgmnybecome

uctive?

. -A. No. No, 1 don’t think so. And 1
think what we're doing is well within
the limits of common sense and those
who are attempting to make it impos-
sible for us to bring aid down in that !
ares, t!nnk are the ones who are '
building up, if they have their way, to
a gxam headache down the road

And we're trying to prevent
suchaheadacbetrvmwmngm
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